(C'ross CrossRoads Notes:
Turn your Bibles to Luke 2:10-11, 14
Roads

Title: God’s Internal Gifts
Theme: Benefits of Receiving God’s Gift, Christ
Series: Grasping the Truths of Christmas

Introduction: Have you ever received a gift inside a gift? | once read of a lady who
received a pair of gloves for Christmas. The fingers of the gloves were stuffed with
$20.00 bills. One man received a Russian doll that is Yeltsin on the outside, open that
and on the inside is Bersniv, open that and on the inside is Stalin, open that and on the
inside is a little tiny Lenin. (Rick Warren, Christmas Message)

Proposition: | would propose to that when Christians receive the Gift of God, Jesus
Christ as personal Savior and Lord, there are gifts that are put on the inside of them
that manifest themselves in a way that is beneficial to spiritual health and to the
building of the kingdom of God.

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and

saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests.”
(Luke 2:10-11, 14)

Interrogative Sentence: Just what are gifts that are the results of having the Gift,
Jesus Christ indwelling Christians and what benefit is that to the Body of Christ?

Transitional Sentence: Receiving Jesus is the greatest Gift anyone can receive, for
the receiver of God’s Gift there is an abundant life promised. (John 1:12-13)

The description of a Christian is a person who believes in Jesus and has received
Christ into his life and heart. This repentant sinner has received Christ as being a gift
from God. He must receive the Word of God as final authority, receive God’s offer of
kindness and begin to take on the Lord’s image and His impressions of love as the
governing principle of his affections and actions. (Matthew Henry) This repentant sinner
believes in the teachings of Jesus Christ and is open to allowing the Holy Spirit to

enable him to live out the Word of God. (The Pulpit Commentary)
(John 10:10)
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“Life,” (zoe) meaning a blessed life, life that satisfies, being indwelt by God but not
necessarily favored by circumstances. (The Complete Word Study Dictionary) Jesus had
on many occasions faced difficult circumstances and so have many of His most
faithful servants, the apostle Paul, just to name one. This word for “life” is an active
verb affecting every part of the child of God’s eternal existence. Jesus’ life offered
freely is:

One: His life is energy, the force and the power of being. Your Christian life has a
powerful influence on someone.

lllustration: TFC
(2 Corinthians 2:14-16)

Two: His life is opposite of perishing. This gift of deliverance from condemnation and
death is the guarantee of being part of the resurrection of the children of God. This
new resurrected body will not see deterioration and decay, nor be touched by
corruption. (John 3:16; 5:24,29; 10:28)

(John 5:24-29

Three: His life brings satisfaction and security.
(John 6:35)

When a person takes on the life of Christ, the human heart finds what it was created
for and this person moves from just existing into a life of spiritual excitement,
adventure and peace. However, it must be sought with a repentant heart surrendered
to the will of God.

lllustration: “Into Thin Air,” the author (Jon Krakauer) Andy Harris

What oxygen is to the body, the Bread of life, Jesus Christ, is to the soul. When a baby
is born he must grasp for continued life through breathing air which unseen, everyone
knows is there. Through what is created everybody knows there is God who is unseen

and His plan has been made known to mankind through creation.
(Romans 1:19-20)

Everything about God and Christ and revelation of the Holy Spirit has and is being
made known by all that the Lord does. It is only man’s love for self-pleasure, the world
and his longing to listen to the lies of the devil that prevents him from having eternal life.
Sinful man must first be resolved to seek God for forgiveness, invite Christ in and
surrender to the work of the Holy Spirit and eternal life is assured to the repentant.

Andy Harris needed life giving oxygen, sinners need to receive Christ. Unbelief kept
Mr. Harris from believing what he was told. The flesh, the world, and the Devil keep
sinners from understanding the life giving truths of God Word. Is the sin of self, the
world and the deception of Satan choking the breath of God, the Holy Spirit of Christ
from entering into you? Thus, causing you to refuse truth that lies right before you.
Are you allowing Christ’s life to live through you? Does your life proclaim the “Gift” of
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God saying, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”
(Galatians 2:20)

Jesus said, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33)

Jesus makes it clear that His disciples are to replace the pursuit of earthly things for
the pursuit of greater significance. To seek His kingdom is to have a heart desire to
enter into, submit to, and participate in spreading the news of the saving grace of God.
It must be remembered that the Lord’s kingdom is established through Christ,
submission to His Father, His victory over sin and death and through the on-going

work of the Holy Spirit to cause man to think of eternal things. (The Expositors Bible
Commentary)

Seeking His righteousness is to become interested in His favor resting upon you
through prayerful reading and studying of the Word of God, through surrendering to
the Holy Spirit as He cleanses you through the washing of the Word of God. (Ephesians
5:26) This involves becoming illuminated by the Holy Spirit so one can apply the truths
of God’s Word. (Barnes Notes; Thru the Bible; Psalm 119:9,11)

A life satisfied with the righteousness of God will have all necessary things provided
for him. (Barnes Notes; The Pulpit Commentary) The child of God who has God’s Gift, Jesus
Christ, has the One who clothes the lilies of the field. He feeds the birds of the air and
Christians are far more important to Him than flowers and birds. He will provide
clothes, drink, and food for those who are living according to His will and have a desire
for His purposes to be achieved in and through their lives. (Matthew 6:25-34)

[llustration: “Point Position”

When a sinner accepts God’s gift, Jesus Christ, He becomes his point man. The Lord
leads the Christian through hostile territory of the devil. He points out all that would
destroy physical and spiritual life, the snares that lead to bondage and entanglement.
He provides safe shelter, the food and water sufficient for the up-coming battles. This
soldier of Christ goes into life’s battles saying, “Even though | walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4)

Transitional Sentence: The man or women who accepts God'’s free gift and receives
Christ lives a full, abundant life that is satisfying and exciting. Christians also have the
gift of “hope.”

(Ephesians 1:17-18)

This “hope” (elpis) is placed deep within the heart of those who have experienced

salvation through Christ. This brings an awareness of eternal life and all the
blessedness that comes in knowing Jesus Christ.

lllustration: Dr. Jim Berg
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The child of God who receives God’s gift has an unshakeable hope when the Holy
Spirit has opened his spiritual eyes to the fact that Jesus Christ Himself takes up

residence in such a sinful dwelling as his heart through the Spirit of Christ. (Romans 8:9;
1 Corinthians 3:16)

My son Caleb cleans stalls for one of the finest horse barns in Norton County. He
cleans stalls 6 days a week and he does a great job at it. His brothers, Caleb and | can
tell you, no matter how much you clean a stall, there is always that stench of filth.
Sometimes it make your eyes water. If you just walk in the barn that smell gets in your
hair and clothes, thus you have a bad odor. Sin jumps on us just as easy.

We are sinners saved by grace and we sin daily through thought or deed. Yet, our
Lord, in humility is content to indwell the children of God by the Holy Spirit to sanctify
them and mold them into His image, to empower them for service unto Him, the
brethren, and to mankind in general. Just as He was willing to be born in a stinky
stable and walk on this sin-trodden earth nearly 2000 years ago so man may have

hope in God, He is willing to live within Christians.
(1 Peter 1:21)

Once a child of God has received the Gift, Jesus Christ, who is the Word made flesh,
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of Christ, Biblical hope is birthed from God’s
Word.

When Satan, the father of lies, speaks to the mind of a Christian, bringing up his past

sins, the Holy Spirit brings to mind what the Bible says about forgiveness.
(1 John 1:9)
(Ezekiel 18:22)

The man who accepts God’s free gift, Jesus Christ, is a man who has a fresh clean
start with God and His love endures forever.

Defeating Satan’s Lies:
(Psalm 139:13-14) (1 Corinthians 12:7) (Acts 1:8) (Luke 2:17) (1 Corinthians 15:58) (Galatians 6:9)

In Closing: Benefits in receiving God'’s free Gift, Jesus Christ, are for the taking or the
rejecting. When Christ is received in the heart as Savior and Lord, Christians find out
that there are many gifts that are placed inside them and their lives become satisfied,
exciting and useful to the building of the kingdom of God.

Have you “Grasped the Truths of Christmas? Have you received God’s Gift and are
you expressing His life and a sure hope in God and Christ?

Let us Pray!
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